Nowell. July 5,1918. 


Dearest Sweetheart and Folks, * 
Generals are not the only yin who Live in chateaus. I am now 
residing in one that is the quaintest, oldest most beautiful sort of place 
ou can imagine. It is the headquarters of the chaplains of the A.E,.F, There 
Ys & regularly organized corps of chaplains over here under the head off 
Bishop Brent of the Episcopal Church, He is a fine man indeed, The idea 
of theplace is to have somewhere where we can stay until we are assigned, 
to have a place where we can leave superfluous baggage and to which we 
can come for vacations etc. We may say that this is all near to the Head- 
quarters ot the A.E.F. 1 saw the chateau where General Pershing lives, and 
will doubtless see him-betore i Leave. (He will doubtless be pleased to 
see me!) Most of the boys who were at Louisville are here. ‘the country 
around here is beautiful. 1t Looks Like Delaware County. he air and ope | 
are great, and the wheather cool, 
We arrived here yesterday. the place is out in the country away 
trom town. 1t is one of those old teudal arrangements, where the Little © 
tarmers houses cluster around the outskirts of the Manor nouse Grounds « 
Une liouse is called the "Mairie" where the superintendent used to live I 
imagine. The chateau is a great big white Norman towered place. There is 
one entrance in front on the level of the ground. A great stone staircase 
winds around up into the two upper stories. There is an iron rail on this. 
Right at the foot of the stairs is the door to the dining - roome This is- 
the choicest room of the place. It is also on the level of the ground, per- 
haps a foot below it. It must be thrity feet long and twelve wide or more. 
At one end is the fireplace about six feet high and eight broad, Above wie 
isa gorgeous marble mantelpiece, and crowning it a monstrous boar$s head. 
Just now this is decorated with the American flag flanked by two French 
flags, which are very beautiful. The wall covering is a very: dark red. I 
have not yet discovered whether it is paper or tapestry. All the wood- : 
work ls a dark oak, dark with the wear of years and not with stain or wie 2 
DoLlishs Twenty four of us sat down last night to dine. There are only two 
windows in the room, one of which is heavily barred with iron. This corner 
of the house is flanked by the Norman round tower, with its narrow loop 
hole tea the top& Along one side is the long oak cupboard. Once I live 
anong that perfusion of food that I have always admired. ‘You see piles of 
food around. The reason is not the luxury but the number of us who cat. 
We eat in shifts of twenty four each. I of course am -in ‘the first, with | 
Bishop Brent and the highbrows. McCormick and Allen are, among.us fsa 
ue section of this cupboard is a door that leads downs somewhere dark. I 4 
ave no idea where. Probably the celler. We sat down about seven thirty 
idee evening to dinner. Before we were through they had to bring in three 
peautiful tall candlesticks for light. That and a few old fashioned esti 
is all the light there is. 
The dinner deserves a new paragraph. Over here everything igs a course 
by itself. Last evening the first was shrimps!!! (the regular little pink ~° 
curly ones like we had in Princeton) with some grand mayonnaise sort of 
stuff on them, There is quantities of everything. You can heap up the dress=™, 
ing on them. It was fine. Then there was a fine soup I think, with white 3 
bread which only the army gets here. Everybody else gets the war bread, | 
which would make you folks who think you are eating war bread (as you call 
it) think you had really gone to war. It is fine tasting however and only 
a bit darker that that we had at home. Then came some beautiful aspar¢gus 
with hollandaise sauce. French fried potatoes, and my, they were good, - 
Wonderful newly killed, I saw it done, chicken was the piece de resistence. 
It was all brewed up with gauce or heavygravy, and was. delicious. After 
that for desert there was quartered oranges and a custard sauce, ‘and 
angel food cake. What do you think of that’ for just, dinner! At last came 
tae coffee in glasses. We have plenty of everything in the army, but 
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outside there is a lack of butter and such things. ; 
I expect we will be here over Sunday or longer. I hope you got th 
ablegram I sent off. McCormick was in command of a censor stamp and asked 
Allen and I iff.we did not want to drop a word. I took the chance because 
I always will whenever .there is a chance to let you get a bit of immediate 
word of my welfare. It was not expensice. I think it cost only a bit over 
three dollars, which was very reas nable,because they count all the words 
in the address. .It might be a good thingk for you to get a code address 
regigtered with the War Department. Evans has one, which his family uses. 
They have three sons over here now. It is just one word, and.allows one 
to send considerable more in the message. Soon I hape to be able to send 
you a definite address. The mail you have been sending has, been coming 
along all right, under the one I gave you. Just keep on writing. 

One thing about the place is the quaint old parish church, which I 
understand goes back to the 1400 days. It has just always belonged to this 
locality. It has a beautiful which reminds me of one of the church bells in 
Delhi. It has a clock of course, and that, strikes overy hour. The Angelus 
rings periodically. King told me the words that go with those three times 
three rings that we have always noticed about the ringing at morning, noon 
and night. It is a very beautiful thing. Of course the part about Mary 
does not appeal to us much, but surely most of it could be made the prayer 
of every Christian. I am looking now for a beautiful little chalice to 
use in the communion. There is no usek talking the Catholics have it on us 
when it comes to administering therr services. In the hurly burly of war 
men grasp at the most palpable and striking religious thing they can find. 
They prepare to even watch a mass than hear a harange guch as many of our 
liberal minded preachers have been giving as.a.religious service. The inate 
goodness of! human hature is an exploded notion over here. I had an interest- 
ing comment on that the other day. We have with us a Congregationalist min- | 
i ter chaplain, from-Minneapolis. He is Michigan man by the name of Harry 
Deiman. He is about 38 years old I guess. He is a well read and educated 
ee: He has a large number of college professors in his congregation. 
ite has dipped into psychology, and gotten a tincture of the odern notion 
about things. Riding along with him on top of a truck load of our luggage 
the other day I was interested in his remark, that he was coming to believe 
that men did not want to hear intellectual lectures, or unlifting things, 
but wanted and needed the old fashioned Gospel of regeneration. I remarked 
that the Gospel was primarily revolutionary and not cultural, and he said. 
You are right. I think that is about what many are coming to. 

MacFarland, of the Federal Council of Churches is due here today. He 
is considered a joke{ He brings; a message to the Boy Scouts of France!! What 
do you think of that. for a grown man to do. Moody is here partly in charge 
of this chaplain copps biisiness. I have not talkéd much with him yet. Gen- 
eral Pershing is right behind the chaplains, and they are going to get a 
hearing such as they have never had before. They are practically General 
Staff offiters. We wear the cross on the shoulder where the bars were, and 
wear no rank marks at all. The result here is that majors and 1t.colonels 
salute us before we salute them!!! which is going some. That happened this 


> morning to us as we were walking along. It is only a tribute to religion 
ae 


and the chaplain's work.Forty percent of the chaplains now woth troops 
in active fighting have the war cross. But only one chaplain has been killed » 
So you see the danger is not excessive. ‘ 

I feel that I will be taken care of and brought back to you safe and 
sound.DeV. I certainly am safe enough now, and have been very wonderfully 
taken care of so far. Over here we live from day to day. Nothing that I have 
seen would hardly suggest a war. I have seen a few wounded men, but they 
were ‘allz convalescants or fully ell. Medals of honor are thicker than 
pennies here. The only hard part so far, is missing you from all the interes 
ting things I have seen, things that will.all be here, and where we can see _ 
them again some day.D.V. This chateau is. one of the places I want to bring 
you. McCormick and Evans asked me to-day if we would go with them and their 


(2) 
wives to England after the war for a year while we studied. Bryan has.a 
scholarship too. They evidetly intend to get married as soon as the war is 
over. Allen sent a cablegram of "love" to-day to one Eliabeth Hollaway in 4 
Louisville! Evidently he found Louisville and its girls too many for him. 
He wanted me to send you his love which I do withm pleasure, for he is a 
fine fellow. 
The roses in this country are wonderful. They are climbing over the 
garden wall of this old place right in frnt of me as I write. There are 
great big trees, that remind me of Cherry Hill. This is not more beautifhh 
than that place, only much older. There is quite a bit of quaint old furnit 
ure. It does not appeal to me much for a possession. I have seen a few old 
things that J wanted to buy for our house, but I restrained myself. I did 
send you a book of the poems of Botrel, which I thought you would enjoy. I 
did not have a chance to read any of them, but I looked through the book 
| and saw what it was, and knew you would enjoy it, because you have foiiowedc 
nis career with so much interest. Some of the poems have music I saw. Try 
them over on the piano. I may go up to Don's outfit which is away off back 
Sof things in camp. I understand I may go there if I want to, although I am 
2% sure. The idea of this corps and the work of Bishop Brent is to get 
the different men where they want to be, and where they will be most use- 
ful. After a while, I suppose the best way to get me transferred back to 
the states will be to work through Brent. Everybody here is doing all they 
-can, and I do not want to seem to slide out from under responsibilititsx 
that properly belong to me. But you may be sure I will not forget where 
I live, and will be heading there as soon as may be. The only way to end 
it is by beating up the Fritzes. 
But you must not worry about me. You can see by the experiences up 
to date that really it is not as bad as you fearedI I got safely over the 
ocean, °-nd have been as safe here so far es I ever was in Delhi. Safety 
does not depend so much on where you are as on Who is taking care of you. 
If God sees sparrows fall, He certainly watches me. That miserable old song 
is very true, about ka 'His eye is on the sparrow and I know He watches me,' 
_I Like the sentiment but not the tune. Your letters, full of cheerfulness, 
J will relieve me from all mg worries. The time will fly, and be full of 
busy days. When it is over and we have done our share we can feel justified 
in sitting down 2 spell and resting. The thought of the unalloyed confort 
I will SBake in just staying at home for a while after this is through with 
is a source of great comfort. I do not think I- should ever have been con- | 
tented to have just taken up some church work this summer, I am not contente 
now in the sense th t I wish I were home and all, that, bug it is not so 
y bitter a discontent as the feeling that you OUGHT be bé siMewhere elf$e doing = 
some disagreeable work. By some plan of God's the war came in my age, and 
there is nothing for me to do but take my part. There will not be another, 
in this day and generation I do not belkeve. The folks here certainly are 
tired of it. 
I still heve nt been able to find any choice lace. 1 think 1 shall be 
able to Locate it before tong. I hope before Long you will begin to get 
the money from the Depot Quartermaster. it may take a little while. it was 
not due you until July first last. If there is great delay you might write 
to that worthy at Washington D.C. and inquire. I enclose a copy of the paper 
i gent in. I put in two years not because I expected to be away that long 
but because it was the best round number and insures a steady flow of coin 
in case it should be Longer than some months. 
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Dearest Ones at Home, 

Still in this delightful old chateau. I expect we shall be here until 
Tuesday. (This is Sunday) A Lot of the boys went off yesterday to their 
assignments. You will be glad to hear that in all probability I shall be 
assigned to the Camp Dix punch. I'll get to our old friend General Hugh L.- 
Scott after all. Just what the dear Princeton ladies wanted to do for us 
so you could stay in Princeton. They did not know that they were all to 
_be leaving soon. I, believe I am to go in particular to the headquarters 
regiment. This is the choice appointment in the whole division. I will be 
the chaplain to the staff, as it were, and ail the orderlies and myriad 
other groups who have to do with running things. It wiil be a kind of 
scattered work, but very delightful. Chaplain Moody has the assigning of 
the boys, and asked Allen Evans about me, and Allen said I was a good guy 
and had to have a good place. Some of the boys are going to regular army 
regiments where there was no chaplain. Allen is one of such. Those regiments 
are nearer the front. IL. presume tne bunch I am to join are away off in some 
training camp. It fact I am sure they are. So you need not worry about me. 
The only diiference betweeen being here and at Dix is that here if is won- 
derfully cool and beautiful, while at Dix it is not and dusty and aitogether 
aGisagreeable. Of course you folks are nearer Dix, but I should much prefer 
having Anne MacGregor at Delhi than trying to live near Camp Dix in those 
miserable litte towns. 1 do miss her and you all, because everything here 
is so pretty and interesting. This chateau is surrounded by a Little town. 
We stood in the doorways of some of the houses. Last evening asking for 
cheese and talking generally with the people. There are only a couple or so 
of rooms, they cook over a great open fire with a crane, or on a funny Littl 
stove. It gets dusk here about nine thirty, and as we walked home, we could 
see them through the open dorrs gathered around their tables eating supper, *— 
with only the light of the fire, or of\a Lamp or tallow dip. There is some 
beautiful old furniture in almost ail taese Houses. The rush bottom chairs 
have quite taken my fancy. 

There were three pretty Little girlie playing around last evening. Their 
mames were Madelaine, Clotilde, and Lucienne. Aren"t those quaint and old 
sounding, names of some of the old queens of France? We met a man and his 
wife in the iittLe inn. She was a peach, Allen spotted her out in the gardn 
en. She came in after a while with a great big old blue bowl of stzawberries 
They were immense specimens. Her hushand is an officer in the army, but 
was gassed at verdun, and is now being used as a food inspector in this 
neighborhood, They have a fine farm, and own an apartment in Paris. After 
the war they want to come to the States to Live. One of the three of us 
there was from Missouri and got them tremendously interested in his account 
of the great farms, out his way. 1 drew a map of the U.S. and showed them all 
the points of interest. The lady has peen some time in England and spoke 
some Engiish, and we some French so we made’ good time. They are evidently © 
folks of some substance. They were certainly:a good Looking couple. ‘hey 
nave asked us to come over to-morrow to see them. They were going: out this 
aiternoon to hunt a poar and said if we dropped in we should have a fine 
supper, 1 believe it. Yhey Live pretty well here in spite of the war. They 
seem to know how to-use @ tot of things that we ao not cook, or else they 
cook and Lot stutf together which we would call scraps and make a good meal 
of it. Like Fieldmouseface used to do in Princeton with her wonderful 
casseroles! hiost everything here is cooked in them. they are always piping 
hot and tasty, put nobody knows what they are made of. 

‘Tne only thing now is for you Folks to see this country. L nave peen 
over quite a pit of it already. £ went.to mass today up in the Little dhurch 
which is only a couple of nundred teet from the chateau. the cure Lives in 
e neighboring village, becavse the regular cure is at the front. He is a 
funny Little nan. He wears a shuvel hat amd tong black garb and looks for 
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| ail phe world Like the old prints. ' 
. gust now there is sounding tne hunting horn just outside the walis. 1 
guess some of our neighbors are going hunting. The sound of the horn is 
quite thrilling, not at allt iike ae pugie, ‘but it nas quite a jolly and 
Testive sound. 1 nave read about so many of these old customs and ways or 
doing things, &Snat to see tiem makes it seemssomehow as if it was all put 
on to simulate the olden ways. Fieldmouseface, you and I would certainly 
have a great time roaming around this land. The war has not touched all of’ 
: it, and my guess is that all it does will be to enhance great sections for 
the tourist. I feel now‘like a very lucky tourist who somehow has obtained 
& pass to travel first class all over and see it all and draw a salary for 
my pains. I had more luxury in the way of a train ride coming from the city 
where I was last week to this town than I ever had in my life, and it was 
| all furnished by Uncle Sam, Yesterday I drew seven cents per mile for an- 
| other five hundred mile jaunt. In other words my ticket cost me twenty 
francs and the Governemtn paid me two. hundred and fifteen francs for making 
the trip. It pays 7 per and the French Governemtn furnishes military 
tickets at prices much below the normal tariffs, so Stewie gets the advan- 
tage both ways. ; 
I have heard less about the war since I arrjved thsn I ever have before. 
Wieat I learn is out of the A.E.F. editions of the New York Herald that 
is published here, We get the Morning Herald with the same news -in you folks 
back home read. Only here sometimes we miss the paper:and get no news, The 
London papers and Paris papers drop in also. There is-a rumor that Mexico 
has declared war an us but nothing official. The most interesting thing is 
to meet your own neighbors here. I wag lost one morning on the streets of 
XXXxx and stopped one of our Military Police to ask him. As usual I also 
asked him where he hailed from. He said Philadelphia, and in particular 
» from 49th and Woodland!!! Gm you beat it. On the train day before yesterday 
—_there was a boy who said he did not live in Philadelphia, but knew a girl 
there. She lived at 3622 Spring Gardan Street. As I told you, one of the = 
sailors, named Scott on the ship lived at 3312 Powelton Ave. He may drop 
in to see you sometime. Give him a warm welcome, please. He is Catholic, 
buta very, nice fellow. I.expect I will find a lot of the Delhi boys where 
I expect to go shortly, and Don,. and possibly Ed Harris,. Purves et al. That 
would be a treat. I wish CharlieSwing had come over now. He would be there, 
_The rooms in this house are high like those on Cherry Hill. I am reminded 
a dozen times a day of our place. The trees are tall, the Bir and gmells 
are just the same, This morning-Allen and I went out for a walk over the 
crest of the hill behind'us to look over the MMMMM valley. (MMMM is a long 
river) The church bells began to ring, there were three as at home, and 
they certainly sounded almost, the same, If you will send me to regimental 
addresses of boys whom you know, asI have the chance, I will look for then. 
I am scheduled to speak down in town tonight at the ¥.M. I am going to 
talk on, Matt.6:34. I have it allready-now. Bishop Brent has just come over 
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from Geheral Pershing's, chateau in one of the big Headquarters Limousines, 
I will gather myself around and hear what wise words I can from him, 
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Mrs. Stewart tie Robinson, 
Delhi, Delaware County, 
New York. 


Box #632. 


On the Atlantic, en route to 
a United States Port, 
July 10, 1918. 


Mre. Stewart M. Robinson, 
Delhi, New York} 
My dear Mrs. Robinson:~ 


Possibly you Will remember me as one of 
your husband's associates, and, I hope, one of his friends, at 
the memorable Training School for Chaplains and Approved Chap- 
lain Candidates, upon completion of which I was assigned to a 
transport for duty. 


While on shore leave in a French port, 

I went out to the camp to visit the chaplains, of whose presence 
there I had learned; there must have been ten or twelve in the 
group, but the main point - the purpose of this note is to in- 
form you that I saw and chatted for a few minutes with Chaplain 
Robinsone I found him comfortably housed in a tent, together 
riots r chaplains, in the camp to which all men report— — 

natke thee Baber service go for a few days before being assigned 
i various places. Chaplain Robinson looked very well indeed, 
and appeared to have enjoyed the trip over very much. He was 
still tall and his hair was still light! I remember observing 
his successful use of the collapsible wash-basin, for, just as I 
was leaving, Shaplain Robinson was enjoying a good face wash, 
preparatory to supper. I am sure it felt good to wash the dust 
off; that old port city, in the extreme north-west of France, 
was quite dry and dusty, although very comfortable as to ten- 
perature; indeed, it was quite cool. 


It is a pleasure indeed to send to you 
for Chaplain Robinson the little curio, purchased in that city 
of debarkation. 


i am sure that all will, go well with 
Chaplain Robinson; both you and he have my sincere good wishes. 


Very respectfully yours, 


Heving packed the curio since wriffing this letter, I 
feel that I must add a word of defianve to anyone, anywhere, 
to compete with me in the"packing businese". In your judg- 
ment please temper justice with mercy, remembering that the 


job was done on Ship. 
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Respectfully, 
Todelbe 
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Dearest Fieldmouseface and Other:dear Folks, 
I am at last with my outfit. I am attached to Headquarters 78th 
Division A.E.F. My address is therefore, 
Chaplain Stewart M.Robinson, 
Headquarters 78th Div. U.S.A. 
A.E.F. France. 
We are billeted around the town. My location is pretty fine. Being with 
divisional headquarters my parish consists of the Staff, viz., the Com- 
manding General, et al., then the Headquarters Troop, a bunch of orderl- 
ies etc. There is also the Military Police, and the Field Signal Battalion 
which comes under my jurisdiction. It is as nice a place as there is. pa 
am more or less of a free lance, and can do all kinds of things. The — 
regiments are all taken care of by chaplains, but I can go in and help 
them upon occasion. } 

‘“e mess in little groups in different, houses. I am now with six of the 
staff officers. Colonel Bradley the Division Inspector, who by the way 
used to live next door to Uncle Beorge down in San Antonio, and whose 
father knew Uncle G. very well. He has been very mice to me. Then there ‘ig 
are two medical men, a Lt, Col. and Major, who eat with us..The Divisional ~ 
Judge Advocate, Major and soon to be Lt.Gol. who was the professor of law ~ 
at Cornell, Bogert by name, and Major Davis of Moorestown N.J. the Div, 
Statistical Officer, a well to do lawyer, who decided he ought to do some- 
thing for the cause. Then there is the Intellugence Officer, an ex-French 
teacher (teacher of French) at Univ. of Wisconsin, who &s a 2nd. Lt. - 

I am Chaplain. My rank is suppressed over here, aéthough some still call 
me Lietutenant. I wear crosses on the shoulders and no bars at all. It is. 
a great advantage. It is exemplified by this fact that I am asked to mess 
with such men as I have named and they do not feel that they are associat- 
ing with a First Lieut. In short over here the Chaplain occupies a place 
of great respectability and consideration. The first morning I messed. 
with some Lieute ants, but was asked right after breakfast to go to this 
new bunch. I sleep in the room with Major Davis. His orderly takes care 
of me. I shall probably be given one of my own anon, The way to get along 
is to do things slowly, and find out just where to go before you go. i 
have picks. up.2 Lob or tips by, obsevation, and one of the. best is. to Lay 
low until you have. something to spring. I heve run dorn a lot of entertein 
ing talent around camp, arteng the British et al. nd I em getting together 
a big entertainment to be pulled off on Divisional lawn. I have not asked 
officially about it, but have seunéed good Col. Bradley who is a big fat 
Jolly soul, end he tipped me:how to proceed. Everybody has a lot of work 
to do, so we need the Commanding General's o,k, on it to give it proper 
prestige. I em on the way to get that when I, have it framed up. But there 
i do not go to him but to Col. Cootes the chief of Staff. Then when that 
is pulled off and a great success, the .0,G.x Commanding General) will be 
asking around who in the dickens this pepful -chaplain is, and Stewie gets 
on the map. , z 

Yesterday I wandered over some kilometres to where some of the rest 
of the division are camping, and found the chaplain, one King who is a 
Presbyterian from Ohio, Prince. Sem. '09, We went up on the ball field 
and whom should I find passing the bail around but Hector Cowan! He was 
glad to see me. I saw his dad in a Ford in Main Street the day I left 
“Delhi. One Lee from Little Delware was there. I met him, They are both 
brown, healthy and is,/ first rate shape. This army life is not half so bad 
as our dear Mothers think it is. Later I ran across a 1918 Prunc. Univ. 
who came up abd introduced himself. He was drafted in March last. He had 
taken some of Sargent's Lectures too! Pop Corey is within striking distance. 
The funniest was when I was just turning into my billet, a fine three 
story brick house, by the way, with gardens, and wonderful old furniture 
that Bunny and Fmf would adore, as I say, as I turned the corner, one of 


those old London busses that they are using over here so much, (It looks 
just like ‘the 5th Ave. kind) rolled around in front of me. I glaneed up at 
it, and whom should I see but Don McChesney perched up on the corners of 
the upper deck as bhg as Life. He stared and so did I, we yelled a few 
words, and the bus rolled away ina cloud of dust. He is located not more 
than a couple of miles from-here, so I ought to get to him eré.long. I 
would have followed him up last night, but:I was busy arranging for my 
services to-day, which is Sunday.:1 had service this mppning with the 
Signal BatteLion and am to hold another-in the school house this evening 
for the Headquarters troop. “4 

While in Paris I was able to buy a beautiful chalice. I got it under 
the shadow of old St.Sulpice. It is perfectly plain,-of silver and very 
beautiful indeed. It will make a fine‘ thing to keep as a memento of.the 
war. I-:will soon try to arrange a communion service. It is very pleasant 
here. Everybody so far has proved to be fine. They all agree that Head- 
quarters needed. a chaplain. It is rather tine to be able to be around with 
men so much older. I have not done anybhing yet about having services for 
them. It is better a move slowly. ‘they are ali right under my nose and 
they cannot get away. 

The food is splendid. The lady who cooks for us makes some of the best 
coffee I ever'had. There is plénty to eat and Ido my share. I walked all : 
yesterday afternoon and the result was hard on the grub.at supper. Two. of b. 
my mess mates are old army men,:and:altogether the conversation is very , 
interesting. They are all men of experience and ability and much older than 
me. I keep pretty quiet, speak when spoken to, and contribute some little 
bit to the gaity of nations when I see a good chance. ; ae 

Perhaps before very Tluch time has slipped along; IT will be able to get 
transferred back to Canp Dix, to go in the new outfit they are framing up 
there. I-think Ed. Harris is still thens and General Scott is there. It 
would be just the thing ‘for those men to have a chaplain back from here 
to teke some of them in hand along next winter sometime. The way to go 
about it to get General Scott to ask General Headquarters here in France 
through Bishop Brent the Chaplain: in charge of all of us here for my re- 
turn to Dix. That would necessiate getting next to Scott:.is some way or 
other. it woulda be fine for-us, if 1 could get stationed at Dix along next 
winter when you ail are-down in Philadelphia. Thereaiter 1 could stay. in 
the trainign camp, the way many officers have done. This is perfectly in . 
accord with custom, for in other Lines men are all the time going back 
after a time here, to instruct and generally to keep them ball rollang. 

1 am glad in a way that General Scott stayed over. there. Meanwhile I 
will try to make good over here so the Commanding General will not want 
to Let me go, but will understand why I am wanted over home again. I hope 
it will be possible that way. Then Anne MacGregor can be all nicely settled 
in Dodo's room. ‘that would be a beautiful room, newly papered and prettied 
up. We have quite a lot of stuff that could help decorate it. if 1. can on 
the way nome, 1 witl try to pick up some attractive prints and the like. 
They have such wonderful ones over. here. 1 hope she gets Andy to fix up the 
desk in Dekhi, if we cam-afford to do it. 1 Like to think that she has 
all kinds of attractive things around her. Because wherever she is is HOME 
until we get settled in a house of our own again. 1 hope the Lace gets to 
you all right. lt was registered in due form and ought to come along in 
due course if the ship does not get a hole bored in her by a sub. } 

By the way, as each (one in the A.E.F. is held responsible for all he 
writes in a letter, 1 expect you had better not have any of my letters ae tev 
put into the papers. 1 cannot see any reason for putting them in, but there — 
might be something, that would strike you as worth while. Now 1 do not huew 
that there are not items of interest that might not properly go in. But 
1 guess the safest way is not to put anything in. Now that I am through 
- flying around, I may have a chance to write a few other letters. 1 have 
several to whom i ought to write, but up to date 1 have not wriiten to 
anyone save one to Reg, and one to Mason Olcott, both in answer to letters 
‘from them. Sometimes a couple of days g6 bye when 1 have no time at all. r 


* 
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I have been surprised to Learn that the Belgians are held in great sus- 
picion over here. 1 never have been overly taken with them, nor very will- 
ing to admit that they were quite all the angels they have been painted by 
our bdolatrous Americans. Old Vos at Princeton always averred that they 
were untrustworthy. Of course no generalization is correct in general, but 
certainly officers here have spoken of them as untrustworthy, and when 4 
few have tried to get positions in Governement work they have been turned 


it rode some time in a‘train with three British officers. They were quite 
typical and very nice. two were attached to irish regiments, the other to 
some English outfit. They said that the british Governemtn have mede their 
plans already for DEmobilization, selected the depots for receiving arms 
etc. i” do not know whether that is a sign of the ending of the war. Some- 
times I think in spite of all that we say about what must be down before 
peace can come, that these unseen hands that move bet ind fhe curtain of 
hidden diplomacy will ring down the curtain even as they rang it up ‘our 
years 260. You remember very many people were saying then that there never 
could bea war. They are about as near right as those who now say that the 
war cannot end UNTIL certain things are done. Nothing has to be done to end 
t rar, but for a few German bankers to call up Bill and tell him his 
credit is gone, and to ¢aill in his playthings on the western tront. “his 
whole. thing Looks to me Like a mechanical toy. Certain wires move certain 
objects. it is a good deal Like that old thing “The Johnstown flood” that 
used. to work by a Little steam engine behind the scenes. there does not 
seem to be much ot that old fashioned dash about thearmy#s of to-day. Per- 
haps the romence has alvays been painted onto the picture. the state of 
war is not so much an efrort as a lapse. 1. think times comeg when war is 
the easiest way. 1t creates a certain situation which is not half unpleas- 
ant to many people. Lt nave peen struck over here with the matter-of-fact 
way the people take it. You never see service flags here. in one place 
where L was it. was customary for tne inhabitants to pe paned from certain 
areas at stated times during artillery manoeueres. The people took it as a 
E course. EVerybody here had to serve his term in the army, and 
the tact that there happens tobe a war only means a iittle Longer under 
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arms etc. By and by the powers that be will turn off the war and thex 
people will go on with tneir practice wars again. To be sure, there is a 
bit more sentiment in it than that, put not a great, deal. We from United 
States have been educated up to this war. We know why we are in it, and 

all about it. The British colonials know why theyx are in it, and it makes 
the British Islanders mad when they give © their reason. The reason is not to 
+ ie ‘ be] 
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I brought this letter up to. my office to finish it. I have 
a fine little table of rough boards on tressles, where my typewriter 
rests, and my filet My locker strunck has) become my equipment case,it 
hes a lot’ of chocolates baseball ‘stuff ‘and “cummunion set ete T have 
gathered up some hytin books. You will. excuse me if I use this red ink 
My ribbon is gettin's worn out, and I am trying to’save the black. I 
never use the red part for tos of my writing. I Rope ere long to get 
a new ribbon. I went to a neighboring town this morning to. shop for 
the mess. I found some delicious tomatoes, real ved ripe ones, sane 
lettuce, and I bought.some sausage of a French type to give my mess 
tomorrow, morning form breakfast. 

Everything is as cozy as can bé. We go a beautiful can 
of Keiler's Dundee $tawberry jam last night. It ig part of our ration, 
end cost nothing. Remington and I stand in with the mess sargeant. 
So we had jam, cracsers and cream.for’ supper. 1. lave Tour meals per 
day. Breakfast at cight fifteen a.m. lunch at one) p.m. dinner at 
six thirty p.m. and supper, at about ten p.m. This makes a very nice 
day's run. Our little mess gets about a quart anda half of cream a 
dey, which is for coffee-.and cereal. A fair sample menu for a day, 
would be oatmeal, cream and sugar, coffee with cream and sugar, bacon 
eggs, and bread and butter as. breakfast, at noon there is- meat and a 
vegetable; bread fan and butter, at\night about the same. Coffee with 
cream and sugan always. Then oub little private feast later in the 
evening) So Stdwie ought to be getting fatter as the days go by. I- 
think I am gaining. There is variety end interest in the work which 
is not hard. The time passes very swiftly. I think I will be sent 
down to Paris next Tuesday on some errands. 
Another letter came’ drom Anne MacGregor yesterday. I am so 
happy that she is o.k. and getting along. And she wrote that Fox 
said that Bunny was just wonderful, and not worrying over much. That 
is fine too, for there is no use in doing that. DT should think you 
would all. be envious of me, belng over here where there is no much 
doing and having is|nicer than: even the most pampered tourist could 
heve it. ie" | | ae . are 
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‘FORMS OF PRAYER 
AND THANKSGIVING 
TO ALMIGHTY GOD. 


To be used on 


Sunday, the Fea of oe 1918, | 


The Fourth Anniversary of the Declaration of War 


Being the Day Aaalniced for’ Intercession on behalf 
_ Of the Nation and Empire and our Allies in this 


time of War. 


‘ISSUED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE ARCHBISHOPS 
OF CANTERBURY AND YORK. 
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SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE : 
Lonpon : 6, St. Martin’s Place, W.C.2. 


Price 38, 6d, per 100 net. 
& 


NOTE.—Any of the Forms of Prayer, or other Special Prayers, already issued 
by authority, may be used at the discretion of the Minister, instead of or in 


addition to the Prayers that follow. 


THE ORDER OF HOLY COMMUNION. 


q In the Order of Holy Communion these Collects. shall be used, after the == 
i Collect of the Day, with the Epistle ‘and Gospel as followeth: == 


§ ‘GOD, the ruler of all kings and peoples, whose chastisement _ 
; H is our healing and whose pity is our salvation: Extend 
4 thy compassion at this hour to all mankind, that peace may 
be restored according to thy will, and may be used for our amend- 
_ ment to the honour of thy Name ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 


Amen. 


MERCIFUL God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is 
- the resurrection and the life sin whom whosoever believeth 
: shall live, though he die ;'and whosoever liveth and believeth 
‘in him, ‘shall. not die eternally : We bless thy holy Name for 
thy servants, our brothers and sisters, who have laid down their 
' lives for their country ; humbly beseeching thee to grant that we - 
with them may be found worthy to enter into thine everiasting 
joy ; through the merits of thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
‘liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, «= — 


-world without end. Amen. © ‘ 
The Epistle. Hebrews xii. 1. = 


_ Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about. with so great _ 

a cioud 6f' witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin 
which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race 
that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher — |. 
of our faith ; who for the joy that was set before him enduredthe = {| 
cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right ba:d of the Bel: 


throne of God. 


The Gospel: St. Luke ix. 23. 


He said to them all, Ifany man will come after me, let him deny 
jimself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me. For whoso- = 
iver will save his life shall lose it : but whosoever will lose his life _ 
for my sake, the same shall save it. For what is a man advantaged, ; 
if he gain the whole world, and lose himself, or be cast away ? 

_ For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my words, of him a 
shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he shall come in his own 
glory, and in his Father’s, and of the holy angels. 
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AT MORNING AND EVENING PRAYER. 


Special Psalms : One or more of the Psalms following : 


God reigneth. Psalms xx., cxlvi. 
God our refug2. Psalms xxv., xxvii., xlvi., xc 


God comforteth. Psalms xxiii., xxxiv. 
God helpeth. Psalms xlii., Ixxi., xci. 


Special Lessons : 

Morning : 5 

First Lésson, Isaiah lv. 6 fo the end. 
4 Second Lesson, Colossians iii. 1 to 11 inclusive. 

Evening : ses 2 
First Lesson, 1 Kings viii. 54 to 61 inclusive. 
Second Lesson, 1 St. Peter v.6 to 11 inclusive. 

or Revelation xxi. 1 to 5 inclusive. 


. 


Ni ; 
A BIDDING TO PRAYER AND THANKS- 
GIVING. | al 


WHICH MAY BE SAID AFTER THE THIRD COLLECT IN THE ORDER FOR 
MORNING OR EVENING PRAYER, OR IN THE PULPIT BEFORE OR IN 
_ PLACE OF THE SERMON. 


RETHREN,.on this fourth anniversary of the declaration of 
war, let us draw near to the throne of God in penitence and 
humility ; let us pray him to deliver us from the temptations 

that beset us and, if it be his will, to» grant us victory and 
“peace ; 


; Let us pray... Seneca. 
O God the Father of heaven: eras 
Have mercy upon us. 
O God the Son, Redeemer of the world:. 
Have mercy upon us. =a 
O God the Holy Ghost: 
' Have mercy upon us. 
O holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity: 
Have mercy upon us. 
Remember not, Lord, our offences, nor the offences of our 


forefathers ; neither take thou vengeance of our sins : spare-us, 
good Lord, spare thy people, whom thou hast redeemed with thy. 


most precious blood, and be not angry with us for ever. ; 
Spare us, good Lord. st 


3 


; let us implore his help for all those who are engaged at 
home or. abroad in carrying on the war ; and let us thank him for 
mercies already vouchsafed tous, get eee 


~ 


From all- pride and vainglory; from unjust judgment and 
seif-sufficiency ; from the spirit of revenge, and all uncharitable- 
ness, 

Good Lord, delivér us. 


From fornication and drunkenness; from godlessness of 
thought ; and from reliance upon the-arm of the flesh, 
Good Lord, deliver us. ° 


From ignorance, and lightness of mind; from foolish talk 
and baseless rumour, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 


From cowardice and faintheartedness ; from loss of faith and 
failure of endurance ; from weariness in prayer, and doubt of thy 
love and wisdom, RES s 

: Good Lord, deliver us. : sa ee rete Spe eee 

From all sedition, treachery, ond rebellion ; ; from discord and 

suspicion at home, : 
Good Lord, deliver us. 

We sinners do beseech thee to hear us, O Lord God; and eat 
it may please thee, in this time of sorrow and trial, to ‘guide thy 
holy Church universal in the right ways 

We beseech thee to hear us. 


: 


We pray thee 
For our sovereign Lord King GEORGE, that he may" in all 
things obey thy holy will, ane ever seek my: honour and glory; 
We beseech thee to heat us. 


For all who bear office under the King, that they may ‘minister 
wisely and faithfully in the tasks entrusted to them; 
We heseech thee to hear us. = 


For all the peoples of our Empire, that being sear together | 


by the bond of sacrifice they may ever be united in service to thee 
* and to mankind; ; 3 
We Kiedaeh thee to hear us. 


For the rulers of the nations. allied with us, that through hele: 
Pinncele. we may all work together for the fulfilment” of our 


common purpose; 
We heseech thee to hear us. 


For the ministers of thy Word and Sacraments, now serving 
with the Forces of the-King, that in all their work for thee they 
may be filled with wisdom, courage and love; 

We beseech thee to hear us, 


For those who fight by land or sea or in the air, that ‘hey may 
be bold and steady in danger, patient in reverse, and merciful in 
victory; 
: We beseech ihee to hear us. 


For those at home who labour for the supply of food and of 
munitions of war, that they may serve cheerfully and eee 


in the country’s need; 
We beseech thee to hear us. 


. 
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For the wounded and the sick, that it may please thee to comfort 
them and relieve their pain, and to shew thyself in mercy to the 
dying; 

We beseech thee to hear us. 


For the prisoners-of war, that it may-please thee to sustain them 
in trial, suffering and temptation, and to Brine them back to their 
homes in safety; x 
We beseech thee to hear us. 


For all those, by land or sea, at. Hames or abroad, wie die in the 
service of their country, that it may please thee to take them to 
thyself and to comfort all who are desolate or in sorrow ; 

We beseech. thee to hear us. = 


For our enemies, that it may please thee to forgive them, and. to 
turn their hearts; 
i ~ We beseech thee to hear us. 


That it may, please thee to grant unto us, if it be thy will, speedy 
victory, and a righteous and abiding peace; 
We beseech thee to hear us. 


Let. us give thanks unto Almighty God for his mercies. 


For the spirit of sacrifice and devotion, in which our people have 
-, maintained the war; 
We thank thee, O God. 


For the zeal of the nations of the Empire in the common cause; - re 
We thank thee, O God. : 


For the harmony between ourselves and our Allies; 
We thank thee, O God. = 


For the powerful and timely aid of the United States of America; : ae 
We thank thee, O God. 4s 


For the success already granted tei our arms; oe xt oe ee 
We. thaak,. hse O God. Re 
‘For ‘the bravery 0 of our gatlots: and boaters and airmen; See ‘the > = 
skill and devotion of physicians, surgeons, and nurses ; ‘for’ the» a==X 
blessing bestowed upon the ministry of the chaplains; : 
We thank thee, O God. ; 


For the steadfast endurance of all who have given their labour 
for their country’s service; 
We thank thee, O God. 


For the memory and example of all who have been faithful 
unto death; ; ‘ 
We thank thee, O God. ree 


For the desire which has been euiceare within us for the = 
coming of the Kingdom of righteousness and peace among men; 
We thank thee, O God. 


Let us gather up these our prayers and thanks ivings in the 
words which our Saviour Christ hath taught us, an say— 


Asetis 


5 


UR Father, wnicn art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. 
Thy kingdom:come. Thy will be done in earth, As it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 

us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil. 
Amen. aS : 


HE ¢race of our Lord Jesus ‘Christ, and the love of God, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. 
Amen. = 


) ~ 


NOTE.—With the foregoing may be used, at the discretion of the Minister, one or 4 
Ss more of the Prayers in Part IV. 


. PRAYERS, | 
TO BE USED AFT&éR THE THIRD COLLFCT IN THE ORDER CF MORNING 


OR EVENIVG PRAYER, OR AT SUCH OTHER TIMES AS THE 
MINISTER IN HIS DISCRETICN SHALL, JUCGE CONVENIENT. - : 


For the King, and all who are set ir authority under him. : 
-- & LMIGHTY God, the fountain of all goodness, we humbly _ 
Si beseech thee to bless our Sovereign Lord, King GEORGE, the 
- Parliaments in all the dominions of the King, and ail who 
are set in authority under him ; that they may order all things in 
wisdom, righteousness, and peace, to the honour of thy holy Name, | 
and the good of thy Church and people; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. eed Ete aes. as 
: = : = abe For the British Empire. eee 
(LORD God of our fathers, who in thy goodness hast led this 
_ XJ people hitherto by wondrous ways : who makestthe nations == 
4 to praise thee, and knittest them together in the bonds of 


- x 


‘peace ; we beseech thee to pour thine abundant blessing on the = 
- Dominions over which thou hast called thy servant GEORGE 
‘to be King. Grant that ail, of whatever race or colour or tongue, 
may, in prosperity and peace, be united in the bond of brother- 
hood, and in the one fellowship of the Faith, so that we may 
befound a people acceptable unto thee; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. ‘ Amen. 


‘ 


For Victory. 


LMIGHTY God, who rulest all things by thy power, we beseech 
thee to grant that our warfare may be crowned with swift 
and final victory, and that, laying aside the sins which 
hinder the coming of thy Kingdom, the nations of the world may 
serve thee in freedom and in peace; through Jesus Christ our | 


Lord. Amen._ 


~—< > 


For Sailors, Soldiers, and Airmen. 


O LORD God of Hosts, stretch forth, we pray thee, thine ~ 
almighty arm to strengthen and protect the sailors and 
soldiers of the King in every peril, of sea and land and air ; s 

givé them victory in the day of battle, and in the time of peace keep : 

them safe from all evil ; endue them with loyalty and courage ; 

and grant that in all things they may serve as seeing thee who art 

invisible ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. =" 
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‘For the Royal Air Force. 


; LORD our Governor, who hast given unto men dominion over 
earth and air and sea’; we beseech thee to look upon thy 
servants who are called to serve their country in the air: 

_. give them courage, a steady nerve, and a ready mind ; be with = 

‘them in all_times of sudden peril : and make them to know thy | 


power to save them to the uttermost from all evil, whether in life 
or death ; through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord. Amen. : 


For Men under Training. — 


A God, Who knowest and rulest the hearts of men, 
look mercifully upon those who are now being trained for a 
war: give them the spirit of discipline and. loyalty, and. _ 
strengthen them. with thy grace, that, withstanding all 
temptations that beset them, they may show themselves 
worthy defenders of the cause of their country, and true followers. 
of Jesus Christ, for the sake of the same,Thy Son our Lord. Amen. 


m4 : . For absent Friends. 


3 s GOD, who art present to thy faithful people in every place, Reet 
5; O mercifully hear our prayers for those we love who are now <= 
parted from us: watch over them, we beseech thee, and pro- = _ 

tect them in all anxiety, danger and temptation ; and teach us Sarg 
and them to feel and know that thou art always near and that: sss 
weare one in thee for ever; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. — 
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z ae gone - FER rage Soon 7 ras 
eee - For the Sick and Wounded. = 
oe te He mercy, we: beseech thee, upon the sick and wounded : | 


relieve their pain, comfort and cheer them in weariness and 
depression ; if it be thy will, give them health again: and. 

_ make thyself known to them as their present Friend and Saviour, a 
whether they live or die ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, — SAS 


For Prisoners of War. = oe FD 
MERCIFUL Father, look with thy tender compassion upon = 


all prisoners of war: supply all their needs, and hasten _ 2 
the time of their release : let thy love protect them and thy Se 
presence cheer them, that day by day in weariness and hardship 


they may have strength to endure patiently, and may find peace 
in thee ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


oe é a | 


For the Harvest. 


LMIGHTY God, who by thy dear Son hast bidden us to ask 
of thee our daily bread ; Prosper the labour of the men and 
women working in our fields, and grant us such favourable 

weather that we may in due time gather in the fruits of the earth ; 
protect the sailors who bring us food from distant lands ; and give 
us grace day by day to deny ourselves and to remember the needs 


of others ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. -Amen. 


For Peace. 


LMIGHTY God, from whom all thoughts of truth and peace 
proceed ; kindle, we pray thee, in the hearts of all men the 
true love of peace, and guide with thy pure and peaceable 

wisdom those who take counsel for the nations of the earth ; that 
in tranquility thy Kingdom may go forward, till the earth be filled | 
_ with the knowledge of thy love ; through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
Amen. ; 
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July 30,9918. 


Dearest Folks at Home, Fieldmouseface, Bunny, Brer Fox.- — 
This is a beautiful day. The war news is good. Last night I put | 
on another entertainment for General McRea, who was having the corps 
commander, At the close before the crowd left he called for me and pre- 
sented me to General Read. It was most as bad as a szourt presentation. 
All the acts went off well. I got young Bob Fitzsimuons to come over. 
He is in one of the regiments. A neighboring chaplain sent over another 
act. I am keeping busy doing all kinds of things. One of my Sunday ser- 
vices is with a buneh some distance away and I have to go in a car. The 
other service is here. It takes time to get one thing after another under 
way. I find that the senior chaplain 2s not have to be the actual senior 
in ei her ageflength of service, but/¥e may be any one designated by 
the divisional commander or his “Agen ope I can land that. It will 
not interfere with my work and will,atid a bit to my usefulness in the 
division as a whole. But_here agaig/ it has to be sushed along slowly. 
There is this Lutheran ehiviain who has been acting as senior although 
his name was never officially seqt in, pnd when the Chaplains'Hq. asked 
th*is division to-name some one e whole. matter came up and we may get 
ourselves put. across. I eueey’? em like Brer Fox in being down buzzing 
around getting something, although I guess J am more selfish about it for 
this getting is for myself. However, it wit? be a very good thing for the 
service if I do get it. ag.-quite sure of that! 
Everything is as ceful and quiet as a Delhi farm here. Eggs 
are high in price (for u but very fine, and Remington and I have fine . 
thick cream every nigh¥about nine thirty or ten. The cows and horses are 
fat, the crops are weryiderful. I have almost never deen such fields of 
are getting it in now. There has beena lot of fine 


standing grain. They 
custy rain that has mede things hop. On Sunday I am to go over to the 

big anniversary service at Army Headquarters. Three letters came in yes- 
terday from you, one from each one. I was so happy. to get: the one from 
dear Bunny. She is the greatest little lady that ever was ‘cept Field— 
mouseface, who is not in the same generation, and so comparisons are not 
possible. Bunny must. do.as much to get fat and keeji well as I am doing. 
All of us must be able to look fairer and fatter of flesh when we get 
together again, otherwise*it would not seem that our mutual vacation! had. 
done us any good. It was hard- for you all gt first because you did not 
imnoy what I was up,agginst, but now that know J) am o.k. you ought to 
rest easy.-I received ithe nage for 1 pthday. It was lovely. It 


was on Sunday and I went ahead=fth thi a lal and did not mention 
it to anyone. I was not homesick to speak . I have not been hardly at 
all. That does not mean that I am not ways thinking about you and 
figuring on some good famtune thayrill take me back to you, but there is 
no time to be homesick in and beésic there are so many in the same boat 
that the chaplain being homesick d be-almost criminal neglect of his 
job. It was funny, a letter cagss/from Fieldmouseface. from Rochester dated 
June ninetcenth, and that evening I picked up some clippings from a paper 
on our table a d found they were out of the Rochester morning paper for 
June eighteenth! Remington's mother had sent it to him, being mostly about 
the commencement at U. of R. where he graduated in 1915. : Ae 
Just now the wedding announcement of Merton Moore was handed me, \ |) 
I spotted him after @ moment. He lived in Potsdam énd we used to have\a \ es 
store in the summer time. I think our most successful store ended in a. figh 
when we cae to sever our partnership relation. Also friend Perry Allen | ; 
wrote to say that my insurance was in force. I am glad the Quartermaster 
at Washington responded so promptly about the allotitement. I will xXx 
add to that whatever is possible from the balance that I get here. We 
are getting commutation of quarters now, and the ten percent. increase for; 
overseas service, all of which is good coin. I still have a couple of ’ 
Delhi bank notes ae Geen very funny to have away over here. I have r 
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BRA them exchanged dee bing it wise to suae them as an energe: oy fu 
they are easier to carry in this form, and then I wild have_ have some 
change to buy my ticket for Delhi or Philadelphia with. Wouln't it be 
great to be coming home now. Do you suppose Brother Kittredge would ask 
me to preach a war sermon for him? My experiences up to date would be 
about as thrilling as a trip to Merideth Square in a thunder storm is. t 
the average Delhhen. I fear a whole lot of thbse war experiences are bur 
It is true, however,’ that a lot of things you see and think little of 
sound romantic once you start in to describe them. That is mostly becaus 
tyour hearers are all set to be edified. I have reed a few articles in/old 
saturday Evening Posts over here and of course they were all about the war. | 
Why Bon’ t you folks at, home get interested in something else? I know how 4 
the Tommy felt now who returned from Blighty glad to get back, for he said + 
eg in England the folks were talking about nothing save the war, and het ae 
1ad hoped to forget it for a while when he was there. Well these articles ‘a 
ape not nearly so exciting when read here. In the States we have had so : 
many articles, pictures movies and otherwise, s lectures etc. that the 
average citizen has had more excitment and + more thrills than the aver- 
soldier. This was true of our soldiers. In t camps they were so flooded 
with descriptions of how it was ¢ hat I venture to say most 
of them heve been disappointed so\fFar,yf in finding things very dull and : 
very quiet. Of course, there “io F ng going on here in the country. 
We read about it overy day im our Xi tle bulletins, which contain jpst what 
Humpie pastes up-on the widasa only I reckon you see them before We do. 
For example I just read the ofVicial German statement of July 29 2:45 pim. 
this is at 11:00 a.m. July 30/AThat official wireless reached the states 
at about.10:00 a.m. July ®oth( your time. If all went well the Oneonta Star 
ought to have had it by early “afternoon and Humpie by suppertime last 
night. So you read this news after supper last evening which I read this 
aorning not long before dinner, and I have seen it some time before the 
rest of. the. staff, because my office is in with the Division Signal Officer 
and our Radio picks it] up. But althoughit was picked up yesterday after— J 
noon it had to be translated and worked up, before it was typewritten. 
So normally I hear news just.a Little after you Sm NOHEHA am much nearer 
to the doings than you; are. 
All your letters are great. I am very happy thet you are all related 
to me. Fieldmouseface is a nice sort of a littie parson. I would.like to 
see her now. I wonder if the laces have come to you dear ladies. I thought 
Bunny's little neck thing was very cute. The ~iece I understood 
could be made into a waist. The ladies trie get me to buy a waist that 
they had-made, one of those Paris affairs Fieldmouseface loves to look | 
at in the shops of Fifth Avenue, i he DYyt time I am there I will ae 
get one. They were not expensiv ; 
Think biel nicest hand made 
dollars. Was it real le ice tha 
Kakeoaabies in the center, Irigt 


models were only ten ‘p cietagee 
{? They told mé it was with French 
ece I think they gaid. It looked pretty 
put I am not positive |it was yhat they said, although they seemed to be 

very nice and honest folks.“Now I should like to find some lovely roi 
laces and other stuff that Fieldnouseface would enjoy sewing on. I may ae 
go down to Paris ere long and I'll know more what 1) want. ., oe 

It is almost dinner time now. The times flies abong here ig. great 

shape. It is nearly August. I feel wonderfully. My |\frame seems to be  — Ea 
getting better every day. One does not get an overilus of baths, but I. 
think I am due one shortly. They get out a divisional order on the subject. 
Clothes are cheap “ao I. think I shall bring back some nice cloth for a 3 


suit, and.surely a new uniform, if there is a chance of my continuing 
in a camp over home way. Then I will want to have a uniform for I wi 
probably always be a ¢haplain in some National Quand. outfit of | 
I am glad to have had this little teste of soldier life. I au 
a stand in with the men folks, and make me enjoy that sort. i: 
eons will be a joy|\now. I hope I can br ng all 1 inn bogies” 
ie Loads of love, * eis Fes, 6 om ate. 
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